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Course Syllabus:  Chemistry I
Welcome to Chemistry!  You are now about to take a fantastic and wonderful journey into the mathematical world of science.  The guiding principles behind our journey relate to the National Science Standards and the Kentucky Academic Expectations and Program of Studies.  It is these standards that will serve as the guidelines and expectations of what you are to learn as a student of Chemistry.  You may link to the specific standards that relate to high school Chemistry at my website, http://mrnorton.com .
Course Description:  

Topics to be covered include: Atomic Theory & Structure, Chemical Equations and Reactions, Gas Laws, Liquids & Solids, Radioactivity, The Periodic Table, Chemical Bonding, Energy Changes, Nuclear Chemistry, Thermodynamics, Chemical Kinetics, Equilibrium, Acids & Bases, and Electrochemistry.
Supplies Needed:

3-ring binder, paper, pen, pencil, and a scientific calculator are needed.  
Textbook used:

Modern Chemistry.  Published by Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.  Copyright 2006.  Authors:  Raymond Davis, H. Metcalfe, J. Williams, and J. Castka

Assessment:

Assessments types include:  homework, laboratory investigations, quizzes, tests, and final exam.

Each nine weeks your grade will be calculated according to the following category averages:

· Quizzes:  This will be worth 30% of your grade.

· Tests:  This will be worth 50% of your grade. 
· Homework/Classwork:  Periodically, there will be assignments that require class or home time to complete.  This includes basic assignments that require completion, such as worksheets.  This category is worth 5% of your grade.

· Laboratory Activities:  These will be performed in groups assigned by the teacher.  Overall, this will account for 15% of your final grade.  Each person in the group is responsible for obtaining a copy of the data on the day of the lab.  Each person turns in a lab write-up.
To calculate an overall grade, a cumulative final exam will be given.

· Final Exam:  The final exam for this class will form 20% of your final grade.  The remainder of the overall grade will be calculated using the four nine weeks averages, each contributing 20% to the overall grade.
Study suggestions/Strategies for success:

You may find a document linked on my website, http://mrnorton.com, giving an in depth understanding of what is needed to have great success.  As part of an assignment we will use this document.
Availability for extra help:

Mornings are the best time for getting help outside of the school day.  Afternoons are typically bad, as I typically will be working with the baseball team.  You may always check with me on availability for scheduling help.
Contact Information:

Instructor:  Robert Norton

Room:  to be determined
Planning Period:  6th Period

Email Address: robert.norton@oldham.kyschools.us
Webpage:  http://mrnorton.com
Classroom Expectations :
· Be prompt:  Be in the classroom and ready to begin when the period is scheduled to start.  Failure to abide by this rule will result in the student being marked as tardy.  I will mark you as tardy and I will write you up for tardies.  This applies to the close of the block as well, in that you are not dismissed until I release you.

· Be prepared:
This entails coming to class everyday with needed supplies.  Be prepared to be attentive, cooperative, participate in class, and to learn.  Need I say this involves not sleeping, placing your head down, passing notes, etc.

· Be courteous:  Treat others with the same respect you would like to receive.  Yelling and swearing are not allowed.  Do not demeaning others.  Be a good listener while others are talking.

· Be careful:  Do not do anything improper in the lab or classroom area.  This includes playing with and misusing gas jets, sinks, electrical outlets, etc.  Safety is a community involvement.  Do not put your classmates in danger with foolish behavior.

Academic Honesty:

Mr. Norton will do what he can to see that the grade represents the work actually done by the student.  During tests and quizzes, it is the student’s responsibility to BE innocent and to LOOK innocent.  Be especially careful of talking at the end of the period during a quiz or test.  Behavior that APPEARS to be helping on a test will cause your test to be collected and marked zero.

Homework:

To be successful in science, it is important to apply what you learn and to practice independently.  These goals are achieved by completing homework.  You are encouraged to help each other with your work, but not to simply copy another’s work.  You must individually work and think to learn the skills and information needed. 

Absences:  
When you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed by calling one of your classmates or accessing my assignment calendar.  Do not interrupt class time to ask what you have missed.  Clarification can be obtained before or after the class block.  If you know that you are going to miss a class, i.e. a class trip or sporting event or extra-curricular activity, you need to let me know in advance, and I will give you the material you will need to study.  If your absence is deemed unexcused, your grade for any missed assignments will be a zero. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the before mentioned and understand the responsibilities and expectations explained above.  I furthermore agree to abide by them. 

____________________________________________

_________________

      

     Student Signature





Date

____________________________________________

_________________

       

      Parent Signature





Date



PARENTAL INFORMATION:


PHONE #:


EMAIL ADDRESS:


BEST TIME TO CONTACT YOU:

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN JOINING MY EMAIL GROUP FOR THIS CLASS?  IF SO MAKE SURE THAT YOU LIST THE APPROPRIATE EMAIL ADDRESS ABOVE.


ANY OTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?

